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MOUNTAINS, WATER, CITY

The Chinese expression for “natural landscape” is shan shui — translated
as “mountains water”. The phrase describes Hong Kong perfectly, given
its ranges and coasts, ravines and valleys, bays and islands. In few other
places does such countryside exist so close to a busy city. Newcomers
are always amazed by Hong Kong’s enticing natural beauty and scenic
grandeur, a unique asset for both nature and man.

Majestic Lamma Island, seen above, epitomizes Hong Kong’s green aspect.
Even on Hong Kong Island, on its northern side densely crowded and
with a global business hub, there are lush valley woodlands. Rugged peaks
divide Hong Kong Island; bays and peninsulas form its indented southern
coast; and in the east jagged headlands plunge into the sea. Further afield,
in the extensive New Territories, are still wilder areas. In many places
these are totally uninhabited and often breathtakingly beautiful. Easily
accessible hiking trails cross scenic ranges; descend to remote coasts; pass
old stone-walled villages — all amidst subtropical native flora, fauna and
marine biodiversity.
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THE PHOTOGRAPHIC HERITAGE FOUNDATION
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The Photographic Heritage Foundation’s objectives grew from those
of a previous organization. This was the Hong Kong Conservation
Photography Foundation (1997 — 2008). The body was tasked with
publishing nature landscape photographs, to encourage conservation
and with advocacy for environmental issues. “HKCPF” was inspired by
the mission, photo books and calendars of the Australian Conservation
Foundation. Since 1997 — 2008, when this calendar’s photos were taken,
the Hong Kong urban areas have changed greatly. Yet its countryside
remains virtually unchanged.

The Photographic Heritage Foundation itself was established in 2008.
It is a Hong Kong not-for-profit body and Charitable Institution. The
Foundation’s objective is to present Asia’s photographic heritage. Thus,
it is a bridge between rare, often forgotten historical photos of Asia and
those interested in the region’s cultural heritage. The photographs that
the Foundation seeks out and publishes hold up a mirror to rapidly
changing societies. In partnership with sponsors, the body originates
books, exhibitions and online content.
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NATURE AND MARINE CONSERVATION
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Surely remarkably — for so small a place — well over half of Hong Kong’s
1,108 square kilometre land area is countryside. Of the total area, some
forty percent is conserved in twenty-four Country Parks. Eleven other
high biodiversity sites are also protected. Around the coasts, six areas are
conserved as Marine Parks and one as a Marine Reserve.

The governments Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
ensures all these areas’ benefits. One of its great successes is reforestation,
bringing the resurgence of native flora habitats and so growing populations
of native fauna. The reforestation was pioneered many decades ago by
planting hardy exotic species — like the Australian paperbark tree above.

Marine conservation is focused on the Cape D’Aguilar Marine Reserve,
site of The Swire Institute of Marine Science. At beautiful Kadoorie
Farm and Botanic Garden, the study and protection of native flora and
fauna is accompanied by holistic, ecological and sustainability education.
In the west, the Mai Po Nature Reserve’s wetlands are a haven for tens
of thousands of migratory waterbirds. In the east, the Hong Kong
UNESCO Global Geopark has dramatic volcanic rock columns.
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EDWARD STOKES
XA

Edward Stokes is an Australian photographer and writer. He grew up in
Hong Kong and in 1993 returned there to work on photographic projects.
His special interest today is preserving the photographic history of Asia
— especially that of Hong Kong. Previously, for two decades — in both
Hong Kong and Australia — he had focused on his own nature landscape
photography. Today the Founder and Publisher of The Photographic
Heritage Foundation, Edward’s numerous books on Hong Kong and
Australia have been praised for integrating photos with illuminating
nature and historical texts.

This calendar’s photos are from Olympus 35mm and Pentax 67 camera
transparencies. Always indirectly, and often directly, these photos were
visually led by Stokes’ 1980s photographs taken across Australia. Those,
in turn, had been inspired by the images of two Tasmanian conservation
photographers, Olegas Truchanas and Peter Dombrovskis. Edward Stokes’
first Hong Kong nature conservation book, Hong Kong’s Wild Places
(1995), translated as Shan Shui Yau Ching (2000), remains a definitive
account of the local setting. The work portrays, over the millennia and
recent centuries, Hong Kong’s natural and man-made landscape changes.
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Pat Sin Leng Range, midsummer 2003. Edward Stokes is assisted by Country Parks rangers, led by TK. Woo (right).
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Sunrise beyond one of the rugged Ninepin Islands, in Hong Kong’s eastern waters.
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Aberdeen Upper Reservoir, its mixed secondary forest seen during the dry winter.
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Yung Shue O valley, with sedges growing on its old, abandoned rice grounds.
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Fan Lau’s boulder beach (left), and Cape D’Aguilar’s igneous, tidal cavern (right).
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Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden, with secondary forest enriched by native species.
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Seen ﬁom Jardines Lookout, a rainstorm passes to the east of Hong Kong Island.
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After a typhoon, waves rush in past Cape D’Aguilar’s two jagged, sea carved islets.
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A stream in Pok Fu Lam valley (left), and the remote Brides Pool waterfall (right).
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In the far northeast, Double Haven is seen at dawn from a sharp, overlooking summit.
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In Kadoorie Farm luxuriant ﬂom, and white trumpet ﬂowers, grow near Orchid Haven.
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At Cape D’Aguilar Marine Reserve, rich in biodiversity, rocks lie exposed at low tide.
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Shing Mun Reservoir, its waters low in the dry winter, is seen here just before sunset.
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