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Recovery, Resilience, Resurgence
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Curator Edward Stokes inlroduces an exhibition of historic Hong Kong photographs

LR IBEK

|I'm|l

by Hedda Morrison. Lee Fook Chee and Brian Brake
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A new exhibition of photographs at
the Asia Society Hong Kong Centre
show Hong Kong as it was areund
the middle of the last century. The
images span some 30 years of
change: from the post-war recovery
of 1946-7, through the resilience

of the 1950s, to the resurgence of
the 1960s and 1970s. The photos
were taken by three photographers:
Hedda Morrison, Lee Fook Chee and
Brian Brake.

CNY oranges: By Brian Brake
The photo shows Chinese New Year — probably at the
market in Reclamation Street, Mongkak,
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4 Packing toys: By Brian Brake

As Hong Kong's light industry expanded during the
1960s, it depended greatly on low-paid piecewoark,
often done by families.
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Morrison arrived in Hong Kong in
1946 and although she stayed
here for just six months she
photographed almost every aspect
of the colony. Her passion was to
record the lives of ordinary people.
Her photos reflect a masterful eye
and some of her images, used in
the Government's 1946 Annual
Report, prompted my search for her
negatives.

Lee Fook Chee, then a sailor, landed
in Hong Kong in 1947 and in the
1950s made a frugal living selling his
photos to tourists on The Peak. Lee
was entirely unknown until 2010,
when his treasure trove of negatives
came to my attention. Like many
immigrants of that time, Lee had a
gritty resilience. Half a century later,
he moved to a public housing flat
where he established a darkroom

4 Elegant women on The
Peak: By Lee Fook Chee
Two elegantly dressed
ladies pose on Victoria
Peak. Central District lies
far below. The photo is from
between late 1951 and
early 1952.
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4 Star Ferry smoke: By Lee Fook Chee
The old Hong Kong-side Star Ferry Pier, facing the elegant Edwardian buildings that then lined Victoria Harbour.
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MNew Zealand-born Brian Brake first

¥ Des Voeux Road tram: By Hedd:
e arrived in Hong Kong in 1857, after

Marrison ;

In Des Yoeux Road, just east of Ice ajourney from London that took
House Street, pedestrians amble him through the Middle East and on
across without a care. The tram to East Asia. Brake's photographs

system had survived the war.

AR - ARSI encompassed very different places
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Hedda Morrisonififi « he was based in Hong Kong, and

he photographed widely here.

In the early 1970s, TIME-LIFE
commissioned Brake to photograph
Hong Kong for its "The Great Cities"
book series.

The exhibition has almost 90 large-
framed photos by Morrison, Lee
and Brake, and also many panel
stories to explain more about the
history and background of the
images. Together they present

4 Cheung Chau: By Hedda Morrison
From the hills south of Cheung Chau's
anchorage, this view looks north to the island’s
narraw neck and main village. almost every aspect of Hong Kong
B ¢ e S AR 00 LU FB B LR PR D i as well as insights into each of the
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Large sailing junk: By Lee Fook Chee
Lee's photo perfectly captures the details of a middle-sized
fishing junk. The vessel is a Guangdong-style fishing junk.
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The exhibition is presented by the Asia Society Hong Kong Centre, originated
by The F’hotographlc Heritage Foundation, and curated by Edward Stokes: It
is being held in the Asia Society's Chantal Miller Gallery, near Admiralty MTR.
The exhibition runs until 6 March. Admission is free.Opening hours:
Tuesday - Sunday 11am - spm IastThursdan,r of every month-11am - 8pm..

Exhibition Sponsor: Dr Patri

Exhibition Supporters: Karsen Chm BBS; Swire Graup Charitable Trust; Ng
Teng Fong Charitable Foundation,

Photo copyrights: Hedda Marrison photos, Presidentand Fellows of Harvard:
College; Lee Fook Chee Photos, The Estate of Lee Fook Chee; Brian Brake
photos, Wai-man Lau.
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4 Flats and buses: By Brian Brake
This shows Kowloon's Tze Wan Shan Resettlernent Estate. Built between
1964 - 1971, with 63 blocks it was the largest resettlement estate.
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4 Film poster: By Brian Brake
Gritty daily life is seen here in the pedestrians all intent on their journeys — and in
the traffic grime that marks the poster.
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¥ Cigarette seller: By Hedda Morrison
Immediately after the war, a time of great need, street sellers like this woman
had lives full of concern and uncertainty.
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= Two men and poles: By Hedda Morrison
Men like these were the backbone of
harbour lightering. Bronzed from years
spent cutdoors, they were paid by the load.
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